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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). Please CANCEL claims 3, 4, 8 and 15-19 and AMEND 
claims 1, 5-7, 9, 10 -12, 13 and 20 in accordance with the following: 

1. (currently amended) A pr e proc e ss i ng processing method for an engineering activity , 
comprising: 

a) connecting a first wft -event of a^ -the engineering proc e ss activity to a set of 
second wits ^events of the engineering proc e ss activity in a pr e d e f i n e d fashion cause-and-effect 
relationship : 

b) determining at least one third wit- event of the engineering proc e ss activity f rom 
the set of second un i ts events w h i ch has a pr e d e f i n e d r el at i onship w i th th e f i rst unit : and 

c) carrying out the connection structura l pr e parat i on of the at least one third wit 
event to the first event in a predecessor/successor relationship as pr e proc e ss i ng . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the un i ts events 
have an ori e ntat i on a predecessor/successor relationship w ith respect to one another. 

6. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4-5, in which the first un i t event 
i s us e d to r e pr e sent on l y precedes the at le ast on e third wit -event in the predecessor/successor 
relationship w h i ch i s a pr e d e c e ssor of th e f i rst un i t . 



2 



Serial No.: 09/889,666 

7. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4-5, in which the f i rst unit i s third 
event succeeds the first us e d to r e pr e s e nt on l y th e at le ast on e th i rd event in the 
predecessor/successor relationship un i t which i s a suoo e ssor of tho first un i t . 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , in which the un i ts events 
have associated information, generated as results of the activities ar e i nformation, i n particu l ar 
act i v i t ie s and/or r e su l ts of th e act i v i ti e s . 

10. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 for v i sua li zing representing a 
t e chn i cal svst e m an engineering activity system or a portion thereo f with a graphical user 
interface . 

11. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 4-10, in which the graphical 
representation is effected by means of actuation using a context-sensitive menu. 

12. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the wits -events 
are used to design a t e chn i ca l svst e m an engineering activity . 

13. (Currently amended) A processing system, having a processor to construct: 

a) a first wi ^event of an engineering proc e ss activity connected to a set of second 
un i ts e vents of the engineering proc e ss activity in a pr e d e fin e d fash i on cause-and-effect 
relationship : 

b) at least one third wrt -event of the engineering proc e ss activity determined from 
the set of second units wh i ch has a pr e d e fin e d r el at i onsh i p w i th th e first un i t eyerits; and 

c) a structura l pr e parat i on connection of the at least one third wi ^event to the first 
event in a predecessor/successor relationship b ei ng carri e d out as pr e proc e ss i ng . 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 
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17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 87, in which the wits -events 
have associated information, generated as results of the activities ar e i nformat i on, i n part i cular 
aot i v i t i os and/or r e su l ts of th e act i v i t ie s . 
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